
Rock art murals represent more than graffiti.  Careful preparation and special efforts were made to gather 
materials and complete paintings and drawings. Very hard rocks were needed to carve petroglyphs. Different 
colored paints were prepared to create pictographs. Paints were made from plants or minerals that occur in 
the area.  Materials were ground to a powder. animal fat or blood was used to set the color and make the 
paint adhere to the rock.  Brushes used to apply the paint were made from chewed yucca leaves and hair.

Rock art pictographs (painted rock surfaces) and petroglyphs (pecked 
rock surfaces) represent a long artistic tradition on the lands north 
of the Colorado River. A rich diversity of stylistic expressions can be 
found throughout the area.

Precise dating of rock art panels is not yet possible. Associated surface 
artifacts such as  pottery or arrow and dart points help provide clues to  
the  age of the art. Prehistoric peoples inhabited northern Arizona as 
early as 11,000 years ago. However, evidence suggests that the majority 
of the rock art in the area may date from 8,000 years ago to 800 years 
ago (A.D. 1200). 

ROCK ART OF THE NORTH 
KAIBAB RANGER DISTRICT

How Old is Rock Art?

How Were the Images Made?

White: Clay
Red: Iron Oxides and Hematite

Black: Charcoal
Yellow: Limonite or Uranium

Blue: Azurite or Copper Ore

Paint Colors

Paint Brushes


